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Welcome Visitors, 
 First, THANK YOU! We are excited to know that you are  
interested in worshipping God. We want you to feel very welcomed 
here among our group. Our goal is doing God’s will.  You will find 
that our teaching and preaching are strictly from the Bible so we 
encourage you to open a Bible and follow along as the lessons are 
presented today.  
 God’s word is the complete guide for our life of service 
and worship. The all-sufficient word of God—the Bible is what we 
need (John 8:31-32; 2 Timothy 3:16-17). We desire to help one    
another in doing God’s will. If you are interested in learning more 
please ask one of our members today.  
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sheep--a shepherd leads and directs the flock. Jesus pro-
vides direction for us in word and deed. His words are to 
direct our steps (John 10:4). He directs us in the way of all 
truth (John 14:26, 15:26; 16:12-15) and we need to follow 
His direction (John 14:15). He deeds also direct us and we 
are to follow His example (1 Peter 2:21-23)—always seek-
ing to emulate His character (1 Corinthians 11:1; 1 Peter 
4:1-2). We do not wander aimlessly—we have direction 
supplied by the Good Shepherd. 
 
The Vine: John 15:1-8 

Jesus is the Vine, the supplier and sustainer of the 
branches. Jesus declares that He is the vine and we are 
branches. Even as a branch cannot grow without its con-
nection to the vine, we are needful of Christ.  

The key to our connection to Christ; to our life-supply is 
in the word “abide”. Three times Jesus instructs us to abide 
in Him: directly, in verse 4, “abide in me”; conditionally 
negative, in verse 6, “if anyone does not abide in me”; and 
conditionally positive, in verse 7, “If you abide with Me”.  

What does “abide” mean? Mr. Strong’s definition is: to 
stay (in a given place, state, relation or expectancy).  Other 
Biblical synonyms are: continue, dwell, endure, be present, 
remain, stand, and wait (for).  To “abide” we must remain in, 
dwell in, and stand in Christ.  Certainly this means His in-
structions (John 8:31-32). The instructions of Christ are al-
ways for our betterment—our supply. Jesus supplies better 
joy (John 15:11); better peace (Philippians 4:6-7); and bet-
ter hope (Romans 5:6-10). Without Christ the Vine we have 
no true joy, peace, or hope. 
As He says in John 15:5 “for without Me you can do noth-
ing”—in order to continue on, we need these sustaining 
blessings. 

 
The Way: John 14:1-6 

Jesus provides us access to the Father.  We know 
that we are not able to make this connection without Him 
(John 14:6). It is plain that there are no exceptions to this 
statement. Jesus proclaims, “no one” gains access to the 
Father “except through Me” (John 6:66-68; Acts 4:12). With 
Christ we have the hope of access to the Father (Ephesians 

2:13-18; 3:8-12)   
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